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WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY OF ASSAM 
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Abstract: 
The advent of the British East India Company to the Revolt of 1857 was a period where 

a mere foreign trading company turned itself into a major political free in India. After the 
transfer of power from British East India Company to the crown in 1858, the colonial rule of 
the Britishers left a harmful impact on the lives of Indian people resulting anti-imperialist 
movement in the latter half of 19th century. The intellectual resurgence of India during the 
century felicitated the rise of modern Indian Nationalism, Assam, situated in the northeastern 
corner of India was the latest victim of British imperialism. She lost her independent status 
with the signing of the treaty of Yandaboo in 1826. However she was one of the earliest one to 
raise a revolt against the shackles of British rule and join the mainstream of freedom movement. 
Gandhi’s visit in 1921 gave fillip to nationalist movement in Assam. Along with their male 
counterparts the women of Brahmaputra Valley contributed significantly to the Nationalist 
Movement in Assam. They made history by sacrificing their homes to free themselves from 
the domination of the British administration. Their contribution was also marked by the 
formation of Assam Mahila Samiti, the acquisition of women franchise and their participation 
in All India Congress Session of 1926 at Pandu. The overwhelming participation of women of 
Assam in 1930-34 was notable too as their intense devotion to the various programmed was 
chalked out during this period. In the Quit India Movement the Assamese women Brahmaputra 
Valley surpassed all other women in terms of their courage and sacrifice. 
 So this paper is a humble attempt to highlight the participation of women of 
Brahmaputra Valley of Assam in the national movement.  

 
Introduction: 
            The freedom movement in India is a glorious chapter of Indian history.1 It was a mass 
movement which developed in India as a result of the clash of interest between the British 
rulers and Indian people. The movement gained momentum under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The Britishers under the aegis of British East India Company was a mere trading 
Company and within a hundred years, it turned into a major political force in India. After the 
transfer of power from the British East India Company to the English crown in 1858 they 
started ruling India independently. Various section of population felt suffocated under Colonial 
rule of the Britishers, resulting initially resistance and later intellectual resurgence which 
facilitate the rise of modern Nationalism. Assam, situated in the North East was one of the last 

 
1 Neog,Gitimalika,Article-”Bharatar Swadhinota  Sangramot Dergaonor Nari, Piyo Sakhi, Guwahati,2015,pg-40 
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Speciesism and Ecology: Interplay and Interpretations of 
Venita Coelho's AIA Trilogy

Risha Baruah*
Dr. Merry Baruah Bora**

Abstract

The manifestations of speciesism throughout socio-environmental history reflect the bio-
power politics endorsed by human/animal binaries that celebrated human supremacy. 
Following this, the Anthropocenean has witnessed innumerable ecological tragedies, 
ecophobia and ecocide that have paralysed the ecosystem. This realisation by ecocriticism 
with animal studies and Posthumanism aimed to re-orientate our interaction and 
interpretation of animals conditioned by speciesism; a variety of anthropocentrism that 
generated tension between humans and animals. In this regard, the article shall explore the 
structural presence of humans and animals commissioned by speciesism in Coelho's AIA 
Trilogy to open necessary scope for inter-species dialogism. Further, ideas like 
anthropomorphism and theriomorphism shall be discussed to challenge and deconstruct the 
human(ity)/animal(ity) binary; along with concepts such as 'subhuman' and 'companion-
species; which would be explored as quintessential to look at nonhumans with compassion, 
reverence, ethical responsibility and stewardship. Such a stance appears relevant in the 
Anthropocene for the untimely extinction of animals has accelerated the impending 
Apocalypse.
Keywords: Ecocriticism, Anthropocentrism, Speciesism, Anthropocene, Animal Studies, AIA 
Trilogy. 

Introduction: Understanding Speciesism in Ecological Considerations

While the term speciesism seems to have gained popularity through the latter part of 
the Twentieth century with the steady emergence of several anti-discriminatory camps for 
nonhumans as advocated by ecocriticism and Animal Studies; it would be misleading to deny 
it presence as an ancient mechanism that was closely rooted to the western conception of 
anthropocentrism but has gradually grown as an independent area of research; through its 
association with the modern animal liberation movement which has allowed its scholars to 
explore the conventional yardsticks to morality, rights, entitlements, ethical responsibility 
and welfare of animals. The term “speciesism”, however was introduced by Richard Ryder in 
the year 1975; whose conceptual framework was further elaborated by Peter Singer in his 
seminal work, Animal Liberation (1975) which attempted to trace the speciesist attitude of 
biased interests towards humans, while keeping all other species against them as an inferior 
category, irrespective of their cognition, emotions, mutations and perceptual faculties. The 
renewed interest in Animal Studies accelerated with its growing association with other 
mainstream theories and prevailing forms of discriminations like classism, anthropocentrism, 
racism and sexism. Following this trend, ecocriticism also traced its conceptions to animal 
liberation in both theory and practice, as both essentially are forums of resistance to 
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Anthropocentrism and Ecology: Intersections 
and Interactions in Shubhangi Swarup’s 		
Latitudes of Longing

Risha Baruah & Merry Baruah Bora

Abstract

The increased visibility of ecological concerns in contemporary literary 
and theoretical efforts has witnessed a widespread exploration of anthro-
pocentrism which has often been considered as the biggest influence in 
intensifying the nature/culture binary. Recognizing this, several ecocrit-
ical scholars have attempted to expand the concept of anthropocentrism 
as they realize its growing relevance in the Anthropocene which has wit-
nessed endless human-engineered catastrophes. Following this, there has 
been an urgent need to redirect timely warnings, dialogism and aware-
ness regarding the impending Apocalypse.Keeping this in consideration, 
the article shall attempt to interrogate the concept of anthropocentrism 
throughout socio-environmental history and its theoretical emergence 
while engaging with Shubhangi Swarup’snovel,Latitude of Longing (2018) 
to address issues like capitalism, urbanism, technology, cultivation, devel-
opment, consumerism and overpopulation that have played an influential 
role in reinforcing the interventionist aspect of anthropocentrism. These 
factors have not only domesticated ‘first nature’ into ‘second nature’ but 
alsoincreased tension between humans and nature. This ‘postnaturality’ 
in the Anthropocene further allowed scholars to locate the dismantling 
of the nature/culture binaryas advocated by “new” anthropocentrism 
whichemphasized on additional responsibility, solidarity, sustainability 
and stewardship for the nonhumans, thereby making it an emancipatory 
project of ethics.

Keywords: Anthropocene; Anthropocentrism; Ecocriticism; Latitudes of 
Longing; Modernism; Post-nature. 

DKGC
Highlight



DKGC
Typewriter
Name: Dr. Ripun Doley
Assistant Professor in Department of History
Dakshin Kamrup Girls' College, Mirza
Name of Journal: Sacred groves, Cultural Ecosystem and Conservation
ISSN: 1-5275-0106-X
Published in : 2023



Sacred Groves, 
Cultural Ecosystems 
and Conservation 

Edited by 

Rena Laisram 
 
 



Sacred Groves, Cultural Ecosystems and Conservation 
 
Edited by Rena Laisram 
 
This book first published 2023  
 
Cambridge Scholars Publishing 
 
Lady Stephenson Library, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 2PA, UK 
 
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 
 
Copyright © 2023 by Rena Laisram and contributors 
 
All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without 
the prior permission of the copyright owner. 
 
ISBN (10): 1-5275-0106-X 
ISBN (13): 978-1-5275-0106-5 



CONTENTS 
 
 
 
Acknowledgements ................................................................................... ix 
 
List of Illustrations ..................................................................................... x 
 
Abbreviations ............................................................................................ xi 
 
Introduction ................................................................................................ 1 
Rena Laisram 
 
Part I: Culture, Nature, and the Sacred 
 
Chapter I ................................................................................................... 12 
Sacred Groves of the Karbis in Religio-Cultural Perspective                                                
Laxmi Hansepi 
 
Chapter II .................................................................................................. 27 
Ritual Practices and Nature Conservation among the Misings of Assam  
Ripun Doley 
 
Chapter III ................................................................................................ 40 
Of Groves and the Goddess: Women, Ecology, and Sacredness 
Sakti Sekhar Dash 
 
Chapter IV ................................................................................................ 57 
The Tunes from the Sacred Groves:  
An Ecocritical Reading of Hijan Hirao 
Rosy Yumnam 
  
Part II: Sacred Ecology and Sustainable Development 
 
Chapter V ................................................................................................. 74 
Biodiversity Conservation and Ecosystem Services Provision  
of Sacred Groves in Africa 
Jonathan C. Onyekwelu 
 

DKGC
Highlight

DKGC
Highlight


