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Question 1: Answer the following questions (1 x 12 = 12)

(a) Who wrote Further Excavations at Mohenjo-daro?

Ernest Mackay wrote Further Excavations at Mohenjo-daro.

(b) Who is known as 'Father of Indian Archaeology'?

Alexander Cunningham is known as the 'Father of Indian Archaeology'.
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(c) Who was the mother of the Kauravas?

Gandhari was the mother of the Kauravas.

(d) Where is the Dargah of Ajan Pir situated?
The Dargah of Ajan Pir is situated in Saraguri Chapori of Sibsagar District of Assam.

(e) Who was the first President of Assam Association?

Prabhat Chandra Baruah was the first President of Assam Association.

(f) Name the author of Rihla.

Ibn Battuta was the author of Rihla.

(g) What does 'Zimma' mean?
The word 'Zimma' is an Arabic term which refers to a contract of protection. It means protection

guaranteed the non-Muslims living under Muslim rule for paying Jiziya tax.

(h) Name the town built by Krishnadeva Raya near Vijayanagara in memory of his mother.
Naglapuram was the town built by Krishnadeva Raya near Vijayanagara in memory of his mother,

Nagamba Devi.

(i) Who introduced the Permanent Settlement in Bengal?

In 1793 Lord Cornwallis introduced the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

()) Who were the Jotedars?

Jotedars were wealthy peasants .

(k) Who gave the slogan ‘Do or Die'?
Mahatma Gandhi gave the slogan 'Do or Die' during the Quit India Movement in 1942,

() Who was the writer of the song 'Sare Jahan Se Accha'?

Muhammad Igbal was the writer of the song 'Sare Jahan Se Accha'.

Question 2: Write on/Answer the following in brief (2 x 12 = 24)

(a) Two subsistence strategies of the people of Harappa
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1. Agriculture: The Harappans cultivated crops like wheat, barley, and pulses, relying on fertile
lands and irrigation systems.
2.  Animal Husbandry: They domesticated animals such as cattle, sheep, and goats for food, labor,

and other resources.

(b) The Eight-Fold Path which every Buddhist is expected to follow according to Gautama Buddha
The Eight-Fold Path includes: Right View, Right mindfulness, right speech, right action, right livelihood,

right effort, right aim and right concentration.

(c) Who were the Panch (five) Pirs? Where are their Dargahs?
The Panch Pirs were the group of five dargah of Sufi saints in Assam. Their Dargahs are located in
Dhubri, Assam.

(d) Name two travellers whose accounts are important sources to know the social condition of
Assam in the 16th and 17th centuries.

1. Shihabuddin Talish (name of the book —Fathiya-I-lbriya)
2. Jean-Baptiste Tavernier: (Name of the book Travels in India)

(e) Who was the author of Sakari Feti Buranji? Why did Kirtichandra Borbarua destroy these
Buranjis?

The author of Sakari Feti Buranji is Numali Borgohain. Due to Numali Borgohain's reference to
Kirtichandra Borbarua as a false Ahom in the Sakari Feti Buranji, Kirtichandra Borbarua burned and

destroyed nearly all the chronicles written during that period
(f) Two contributions of women in an agricultural society

1. Crop Cultivation: Women participated in planting, harvesting, and processing crops.
2. Household Management: They managed food storage and distribution, ensuring family

sustenance.
(9) Two functions of Jati Panchayat

1. Social Regulation: Resolving disputes within the community to maintain harmony.

2. Cultural Preservation: Enforcing traditional customs and norms.

(h) What were the four divisions of land during the period of Akbar?
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During Akbar's reign, cultivable land was divided into Polaj, Parauti, Chachar, and Banjar.

(i) Who was Buchanan Hamilton? What was the name of his book written on Assam?
Francis Buchanan-Hamilton, was a Scottish physician, geographer, zoologist, and botanist who worked in

India during the British East India Company's rule. His book on Assam is titled "An Account of Assam

(1) Who was Maulavi Ahmed-ullah Shah? What was his contribution to the Mutiny of 1857?
Maulavi Ahmed-ullah Shah was a leader in the 1857 Indian Rebellion. He organized resistance in Awadh,

mobilizing people against British rule.
(k) Two causes of the failure of the Sepoy Mutiny

1. Lack of Unity: Disunity among Indian rulers and communities weakened the rebellion.

2. Superior British Resources: The British had better military organization and resources.
(I) Why did the Cripps Mission fail? State two causes.

1. Rejection by Congress: The Congress rejected the proposal due to limited self-governance
offers.
2. Opposition by Muslim League: The League opposed it, demanding clearer assurances for

Pakistan.
Answers to Question 3:
(a) Describe the layout of drains in Harappan city.

The Harappan civilization, one of the earliest urban societies, had a remarkable drainage system in its
cities, showcasing advanced engineering. Cities like Mohenjo-daro and Harappa featured a well-planned
network of drains to manage wastewater efficiently. Houses had private bathrooms and toilets connected
to small drains, which led to larger covered drains along the streets. These main drains, made of baked
bricks, were laid beneath the roads and had inspection holes for maintenance. They were sloped to ensure
smooth water flow and often connected to larger sewer systems outside the city. Some drains even had
soak pits to filter waste, preventing blockages. This system highlights the Harappans’ focus on hygiene
and urban planning, ensuring clean living conditions in their densely populated cities. The precision in
construction, with standardized bricks and proper gradients, reflects their advanced understanding of

sanitation, making their drainage system a standout feature of their urban infrastructure.
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(b) State four reasons why Magadha became the most powerful among the sixteen Janapadas.
Magadha emerged as the most powerful among the sixteen Janapadas due to several key factors.

1. First, its fertile land along the Ganges River supported abundant agriculture, providing food
security and wealth to sustain a large population and army.

2. Second, Magadha had access to rich iron deposits, enabling the production of strong weapons and
tools, which gave its military an edge over rivals.

3. Third, its strategic location, surrounded by natural barriers like rivers and hills, offered protection
from invasions while allowing control over trade routes.

4. Fourth, capable rulers like Bimbisara and Ajatashatru strengthened Magadha through diplomacy,
conquests, and alliances, such as matrimonial ties with neighboring states. These factors—fertile
land, iron resources, strategic geography, and strong leadership—enabled Magadha to dominate

other Janapadas, laying the foundation for its rise as a major power in ancient India.
(c) Who was Colin Mackenzie? Discuss his contribution to the history of Vijayanagara.

Colin Mackenzie was a Scottish officer and surveyor in the British East India Company who made
significant contributions to documenting Indian history, particularly Vijayanagara. As an antiquarian, he
collected manuscripts, inscriptions, and artifacts to preserve India’s past. His work on Vijayanagara, a
powerful South Indian empire, was groundbreaking. Mackenzie discovered and mapped the ruins of
Hampi, the capital of Vijayanagara, in the early 19th century. He meticulously recorded inscriptions,
architectural details, and historical texts, which provided insights into the empire’s culture,
administration, and economy. His collection of over 1,500 manuscripts, including local histories, helped
historians understand Vijayanagara’s political and social structure. Mackenzie’s surveys also included
detailed drawings of Hampi’s temples and structures, preserving their legacy. His work laid the
foundation for future archaeological studies, making him a pioneer in uncovering Vijayanagara’s history

and contributing to India’s historical scholarship.
(d) Discuss four contributions of Srimanta Sankaradeva to the society of Assam.

Srimanta Sankaradeva, a 15th—16th century Assamese saint, scholar, and social reformer, profoundly

shaped Assam’s society.

1. First, he founded the Ekasarana Dharma, a monotheistic Vaishnavite movement that promoted

devotion to Lord Krishna, uniting diverse communities through a simple, inclusive faith.
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2. Second, he established Namghars, community prayer halls that served as centers for religious,
cultural, and social activities, fostering unity and dialogue among people.

3. Third, Sankaradeva enriched Assamese culture through his literary and artistic contributions,
writing devotional songs (Borgeet), plays (Ankiya Naat), and translating texts like the Bhagavata
Purana into Assamese, making religious knowledge accessible.

4. Fourth, he promoted social equality by rejecting caste distinctions and encouraging participation
from all social groups in his religious and cultural activities, reducing social hierarchies. His
contributions created a lasting spiritual, cultural, and social legacy, shaping Assam’s identity and

promoting unity and creativity.
(e) Discuss four features of Mughal architecture.

Mughal architecture, flourishing from the 16th to 18th centuries, is renowned for its grandeur and

intricate design.

1. First, it featured symmetrical layouts, with buildings like the Taj Mahal designed with perfect
balance, creating a sense of harmony and elegance.

2. Second, the use of red sandstone and white marble, often inlaid with precious stones (pietra
dura), gave structures a striking aesthetic, as seen in Humayun’s Tomb.

3. Third, Mughal architecture incorporated large domes and minarets, symbolizing imperial
power, as evident in the Jama Masjid in Delhi.

4. Fourth, ornate gardens (Charbagh), inspired by Persian designs, surrounded monuments like the
Taj Mahal, enhancing their beauty and providing serene spaces. These features blended Indian,
Persian, and Islamic styles, creating a unique architectural legacy that emphasized symmetry,

opulence, and functional beauty, leaving an enduring mark on India’s cultural landscape.
(F) Discuss four features of the administration of Shivaji.
Shivaji, the Maratha ruler, established an efficient and innovative administration in the 17th century.

1. First, he introduced a centralized administration with a council of eight ministers
(Ashtapradhan), each handling specific roles like finance and justice, ensuring streamlined
governance.

2. Second, his revenue system was fair, based on land assessment (Zabt), where taxes were

collected directly from cultivators, reducing exploitation by intermediaries.



Ur. Ripun Doley

3. Third, Shivaji maintained a strong military organization, with disciplined cavalry and infantry,
and fortified forts to secure his territory against invasions.

4. Fourth, he promoted religious tolerance, respecting all faiths and appointing people based on
merit, not religion, fostering unity in his diverse kingdom. These features—centralized
governance, fair taxation, strong military, and inclusive policies—enabled Shivaji to build a
resilient and progressive Maratha empire, admired for its administrative efficiency and social

harmony.
(9) Discuss four important features of the Permanent Settlement.

The Permanent Settlement, introduced by Lord Cornwallis in 1793 in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, had

distinct features.

1. First, it fixed land revenue permanently, ensuring landlords (zamindars) paid a set amount to the
British, providing revenue stability but burdening cultivators.

2. Second, it created a landlord-based system, where zamindars were responsible for collecting
taxes from peasants, often leading to exploitation due to high demands.

3. Third, it aimed to encourage agricultural investment, as zamindars, with secure tenure, were
expected to improve land productivity, though many prioritized personal wealth.

4. Fourth, it lacked flexibility, as the fixed revenue ignored economic changes like crop failures,
causing hardship for farmers. While intended to streamline revenue collection and promote
agricultural growth, the system often led to peasant oppression and failed to adapt to changing

economic conditions, shaping colonial India’s agrarian structure.
(h) Discuss four causes for the rise of Extremism in India.
The rise of Extremism in India during the late 19th and early 20th centuries was driven by several factors.

1. First, dissatisfaction with Moderate methods led leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin
Chandra Pal to reject slow, petition-based reforms, demanding direct action for self-rule.

2. Second, economic exploitation by the British, including heavy taxation and deindustrialization,
fueled anger among Indians, pushing them toward radical ideologies.

3. Third, inspiration from global movements, such as Japan’s victory over Russia in 1905,
encouraged nationalists to believe in defeating colonial powers through bold actions.

4. Fourth, repressive British policies, like the partition of Bengal in 1905, sparked widespread

protests and boycotts, galvanizing Extremist leaders to advocate aggressive resistance. These
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factors—frustration with Moderates, economic grievances, global inspiration, and British

repression—ignited Extremism, shaping India’s freedom struggle with a more militant approach.
(i) Discuss four important features of the Non-Cooperation Movement.

The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922), led by Mahatma Gandhi, was a significant phase in

India’s freedom struggle.

1. First, it involved boycotting British institutions, such as schools, courts, and goods, encouraging
Indians to reject colonial systems and promote self-reliance.

2. Second, it emphasized Swaraj (self-rule) as its goal, uniting diverse groups under the demand for
independence through non-violent means.

3. Third, it saw mass participation, with people from all classes, including peasants and women,
joining protests, making it a nationwide movement.

4. Fourth, it promoted Khadi and self-sufficiency, urging Indians to spin their own cloth and
boycott British textiles, fostering economic independence. The movement, though halted after the
Chauri Chaura incident, galvanized national consciousness, popularized non-violent resistance,
and strengthened India’s resolve for freedom, marking a turning point in the independence

struggle.

(J) Discuss four important contributions of Subhash Chandra Bose to the freedom movement of

India.
Subhash Chandra Bose, a dynamic leader, made significant contributions to India’s freedom struggle.

1. First, he led the Indian National Army (INA), mobilizing Indian soldiers and civilians in
Southeast Asia to fight British rule militarily, inspiring national pride.

2. Second, his slogan “Give me blood, and I shall give you freedom” galvanized youth and
instilled a sense of urgency and sacrifice in the struggle.

3. Third, Bose formed the Forward Bloc within the Congress to push for complete independence,

challenging moderate approaches and advocating radical action.
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4. Fourth, his international diplomacy, seeking support from Japan and Germany, highlighted
India’s cause globally, pressuring the British. Bose’s bold leadership, military efforts, and
uncompromising demand for freedom invigorated the independence movement, inspiring millions

and leaving a lasting legacy in India’s fight for liberty.
Question No 5.
Short Note on Srimanta Sankaradeva

Srimanta Sankaradeva (1449-1568) was an Assamese saint, scholar, poet, playwright, and social reformer
who transformed Assam’s spiritual, cultural, and social fabric. Born in Alipukhuri, Nagaon, during a
period of social division, Sankaradeva united people through devotion, art, and equality, leaving a

timeless legacy that continues to shape Assam’s identity.

Sankaradeva founded Ekasarana Dharma, a monotheistic VVaishnavite movement centered on devotion
to Lord Krishna. His teachings emphasized chanting God’s name (naam) as a simple path to spirituality,
free from complex rituals. This inclusive faith welcomed people of all castes, creeds, and genders,

fostering unity among Assam’s diverse communities and creating a shared spiritual bond.

He established Namghars, community prayer halls that became central to Assamese life. These spaces
hosted worship, cultural events, and social discussions, promoting harmony and collective engagement.
Namghars remain vital in Assam’s villages, reflecting Sankaradeva’s vision of community-driven

spirituality and culture.

A literary and artistic genius, Sankaradeva enriched Assamese culture with his creations. He composed
Borgeets, devotional songs blending poetry and classical music, still cherished for their spiritual depth.
His Ankiya Naat, one-act plays combining drama, music, and dance, brought Krishna’s stories to the
masses through performances in Sattras, monastic institutions he founded. By translating texts like the
Bhagavata Purana into Assamese, he made religious knowledge accessible, strengthening the Assamese

language and laying the foundation for its literature.

As a social reformer, Sankaradeva rejected caste distinctions, promoting equality and ethical living. His
teachings encouraged humility and devotion, challenging social hierarchies. Sattras, beyond spirituality,
offered education and skills, uplifting communities. His emphasis on non-violence and compassion

created a more cohesive society.
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Sankaradeva’s legacy endures in Assam’s cultural traditions. Namghars and Sattras remain active, while
Borgeets and Bhaona performances keep his art alive. His philosophy of unity and equality resonates
today, inspiring social harmony. By blending devotion, creativity, and reform, Sankaradeva not only
uplifted Assam but also left an enduring mark on India’s cultural heritage, earning him reverence as

Assam’s greatest cultural icon.

The Rowlatt Act 1919

In March 1919, the British government in India passed the Rowlatt Act, officially called the Anarchical
and Revolutionary Crimes Act, to curb growing nationalist sentiments after World War 1. Proposed by the
Rowlatt Committee, led by Sir Sidney Rowlatt, the law aimed to suppress "revolutionary" activities. It
allowed authorities to arrest individuals without a warrant, detain them without trial for up to two years,
restrict their movements, and censor the press. Public gatherings were also banned, stripping Indians of

basic freedoms.

Nicknamed the "Black Act," it triggered widespread outrage, as Indians felt betrayed after supporting
Britain during the war. Mahatma Gandhi launched the Rowlatt Satyagraha, a non-violent protest

movement, calling for nationwide strikes and boycotts of British goods. Protests erupted in cities like
Amritsar and Lahore, but British repression escalated tensions, leading to the tragic Jallianwala Bagh

massacre in April 1919, where hundreds of unarmed civilians were killed.

The Rowlatt Act united Indians across regions and communities, exposing the oppressive nature of
British rule. It fueled the independence movement, inspiring more to join the fight for freedom. Due to
relentless protests, the act was repealed in 1927, but its impact lingered, strengthening the resolve of

leaders and ordinary citizens alike.

By attempting to silence dissent, the Rowlatt Act instead amplified India’s demand for self-rule. It

remains a pivotal moment in history, showing how injustice can spark a powerful movement for change.
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