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Department of History
Dakshin Kamrup Girls’ College, Mirza

Section 1: Answer the following questions (1 x 12 = 12)

1. Who was the first Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India?
Answer: Alexander Cunningham.

2. What kinds of grinding instruments were used to grind the grain in Harappan
Civilization?
Answer: Mortars, pestles, and querns (stone mills).

3. What is hagiography?
Answer: Hagiography is the writing of biographies of saints or religious figures, often
emphasizing their spiritual achievements.

4. Who was Shankardeva?
Answer: Shankardeva was a 15th—16th century Assamese saint, scholar, and poet who
founded the Ekasarana Dharma, a neo-Vaishnavite movement in Assam.

5. What was the name of Alberuni’s book written in Arabic language?
Answer: Kitab-ul-Hind (also known as Tarikh-ul-Hind).

6. Who led a new religious movement in Karnataka?
Answer: Basavanna, who led the Lingayat movement.

7. Who was the most famous ruler of Vijayanagar?
Answer: Krishnadevaraya.

8. Which was the language of the Royal Court of the Mughals?
Answer: Persian.

9. Where did the Revolt of 1857 first breakout?
Answer: Meerut.

10. Who were the Jotedars?
Answer: Jotedars were wealthy peasant landlords in Bengal who held large landholdings
and often had more local influence than zamindars.

11. What was the name of present Bangladesh during the time of Partition of India?
Answer: East Pakistan.

12. Who was the first President of Independent India?
Answer: Dr. Rajendra Prasad.

Section 2: Answer in brief the following questions (2 x 12 = 24)



. Write any two features of Harappan script.
Answer:
o The Harappan script is pictographic, consisting of symbols and signs.
o Itis written from right to left, with some evidence of boustrophedon style
(alternating directions).
. What is Gotra? What are the two important rules about Gotra?
Answer:
o Gotra is a system of classifying people based on their ancestral lineage, often
linked to a common mythical ancestor.
o Two important rules:
1. Marriage should not occur within the same gotra to avoid consanguinity.
2. Gotra determines social and ritual obligations, such as inheritance and
participation in ceremonies.
. Who was Azan Pir? Where is his Dargah situated?
Answer:
o Azan Pir, also known as Shah Miran, was a Sufi saint who spread Islam in Assam.
o His Dargah is situated in Sivasagar, Assam.
. When was the Assam Student Union established and who presided over its first session?
Answer:
o The Assam Student Union (AASU) was established in 1967.
o Padma Nath Gohain Baruah presided over its first session.
. Who were the Alvars and Nayanars?
Answer:
o Alvars were Tamil poet-saints devoted to Lord Vishnu, composing devotional
hymns in the Bhakti tradition.
o Nayanars were Tamil poet-saints devoted to Lord Shiva, also contributing to the
Bhakti movement through their hymns.
. Why was Khwaja Moinuddin’s Dargah very popular? Give two reasons.
Answer:
o It was a center of Sufi teachings, attracting devotees seeking spiritual guidance.
o The Dargah at Ajmer became a symbol of communal harmony, drawing people
from various religions.
Name the two English translators of Ain-i-Akbari. When did they complete this
translation work?
Answer:
o Translators: Henry Blochmann and H.S. Jarrett.
o Completion: The translation was completed in the late 19th century (around
1873-1894).
. Who was Gulbadan Begum? Which book did she write?
Answer:



o Gulbadan Begum was the sister of Mughal Emperor Humayun and daughter of
Babur.
o She wrote Humayun-Nama, a biography of her brother.
9. How were the village Jotedars often found more effective than the Zamindars? Give two
reasons.
Answer:
o Jotedars had direct control over land and local resources, giving them greater
influence over peasants.
o They maintained stronger social and economic ties with the village community
compared to absentee zamindars.
10. Write a short note on the Assam Agitation.
Answer: The Assam Agitation (1979-1985) was a mass movement led by the All Assam
Students Union (AASU) against illegal immigration from Bangladesh. It aimed to protect
Assamese identity and resources, culminating in the Assam Accord of 1985, which set
March 25, 1971, as the cut-off date for identifying and deporting illegal immigrants.
11. Why was salt accepted as a symbol of protest in the Civil Disobedience Movement?
Answer:

« Salt was a basic necessity, and the British salt tax affected all Indians, making it a
unifying issue.

e The Salt March led by Gandhi symbolized defiance against colonial monopoly and
economic oppression.

12. What were the main terms of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact?
Answer:

« The British agreed to release political prisoners arrested during the Civil Disobedience
Movement.

o Gandhi agreed to suspend the Civil Disobedience Movement and participate in the
Second Round Table Conference.

3. Answer the following questions  4X 10 =40
How did the Harappan people procure raw materials for craft production?

Answer: The Harappan people, flourishing around 2600-1900 BCE, demonstrated remarkable
ingenuity in procuring raw materials for their sophisticated craft production. They sourced
materials through a combination of local exploitation and extensive trade networks. Locally, they
obtained semi-precious stones like carnelian and agate from Gujarat, and copper from
Rajasthan’s Khetri mines. For exotic materials, they established long-distance trade with regions
like Mesopotamia and Central Asia, importing lapis lazuli and tin. Specialized craft centers, such



as Chanhudaro, processed these materials, supported by a well-organized trade system involving
river and sea routes. This efficient procurement strategy enabled the Harappans to create intricate
beads, seals, and metalwork, showcasing their economic and logistical prowess.

2. Explain how and why Stupas were built.

Answer: Stupas, sacred Buddhist monuments, were constructed to enshrine relics of the Buddha
or to commemorate significant events in his life, such as his enlightenment or parinirvana. Built
with materials like brick, stone, or earth, stupas featured a hemispherical dome, a central pillar,
and a circumambulatory path for devotees to perform rituals. Construction was a collective
effort, often funded by kings (e.g., Ashoka), merchants, and lay followers, symbolizing their
devotion. Stupas were erected to promote Buddhist teachings, serve as pilgrimage sites, and
foster spiritual unity, embodying the Buddha’s legacy and inspiring reverence among
communities

3. Write a brief note on the Quit India Movement in Assam.

Answer: The Quit India Movement of 1942, ignited by Mahatma Gandhi’s “Do or Die” call, was
a pivotal moment in India’s freedom struggle, with-/Assam emerging as a beacon of resistance.
Demanding immediate British withdrawal, the movement saw students, farmers, women, and
leaders in Assam unite in protests, strikes, and disruptions of colonial infrastructure in towns like
Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Nagaon, and Dhekiajuli. Despite brutal British repression,
including arrests and police firings, Assam’s spirit remained unbroken, fostering unity and
nationalism. The movement’s martyrs; including Kushal Konwar, hanged in 1943, and Kanaklata
Barua, shot at 17 while hoisting the flag in Gohpur, became symbols of sacrifice. In Dhekiajuli,
heroes like Tileswari Barua (age 12), Bhogeswari Phukanani, Mukunda Kakati, Kumoli Devi,
Khahuli Devi, Manbar Nath, and Mohiram Koch fell to British bullets on September 20, 1942.
The Dhekiajuli incident, claiming up to 15 lives, highlighted diverse participation, including a
beggar and an ascetic. Leaders like Gopinath Bordoloi fueled the movement, cementing Assam’s
legacy of courage and communal harmony in India’s path to independence.

4. What was Bernier’s view on the Sati system in India?

Answer: Frangois Bernier, a French traveler in the 1600s, wrote about the Sati system in India in
his book Travels in the Mughal Empire. He was shocked by Sati, a Hindu custom where widows
burned themselves on their husbands’ funeral pyres. Bernier saw it as a cruel and strange
practice. He described a young widow, only twelve, crying and scared as she was forced to die in
Lahore, pushed by Brahmins and society. Sometimes, he noted widows seemed to choose death
willingly, but he doubted they were truly free to decide. To him, Sati showed how women were



controlled by strict traditions. His European background made the practice seem very foreign and
wrong. Bernier’s detailed and emotional accounts painted a sad picture of Sati, mixing pity with
criticism. His writings helped Europeans understand the custom and later fueled efforts to stop it.
Bernier’s words capture the pain and unfairness of Sati, showing how deeply culture and power
shaped lives.

5. What is Khangah? Describe in brief about life in the Chisti Khangah.

Answer: A Khangah is a sacred place where Sufi saints lived, prayed, and taught their followers.
It’s like a spiritual retreat for learning about love, peace, and devotion to God. In the Chisti
Khangah, particularly those established by the Chisti Sufi order in India, life was simple yet
deeply meaningful.

In a Chisti Khangah, like the one in Ajmer under Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, daily life revolved
around prayer, meditation, and service. Sufi disciples, called dervishes, gathered to recite God’s
names, sing devotional songs, and listen to the saint’s teachings. They lived humbly, sharing
simple meals like bread and lentils, often donated by devotees. The Khangah was open to all—
rich, poor, Hindu, or Muslim—spreading a message of unity and love. Music, especially
gawwali, filled the air, stirring hearts toward divine connection. The saints guided followers to
find God through kindness and inner purity, not rituals. Life here was disciplined yet joyful, with
everyone working together, serving the needy, and seeking spiritual growth. The Chisti Khangah
was a glowing haven of compassion, where hearts found peace and souls touched the divine

6. Examine the significance of the rituals associated with the Mahanavami
Dibba.

The Mahanavami Dibba, a grand platform in Vijayanagara’s royal center, was the heart of the
Mahanavami festival, a nine-day celebration of power, devotion, and unity. Its rituals held deep
significance, blending spirituality with royal authority. During the festival, the king performed
elaborate ceremonies to honor Goddess Durga, seeking her blessings for victory and prosperity.
The platform buzzed with vibrant rituals—sacred chants, animal sacrifices, and offerings of
flowers and food. These acts symbolized the king’s divine connection, reinforcing his role as a
protector chosen by the gods.

The Dibba’s elevated stage hosted dazzling displays of royal might. Kings showcased their
wealth through gifts to nobles, feasts, and grand processions of soldiers, horses, and elephants.
Foreign travelers, like Domingo Paes, noted the awe-inspiring wrestling matches and fireworks,



reflecting the empire’s strength. Commoners joined in, uniting the kingdom in shared devotion
and pride. The rituals also marked the start of military campaigns, as the king sought divine favor
for conquests. The Mahanavami Dibba’s ceremonies wove together faith, power, and
community, creating a timeless legacy of Vijayanagara’s glory.

7. Who was Akbar? Mention any three of his achievements.

Akbar was the Mughal emperor, ruling from 1556 to 1605. He transformed the Mughal Empire
into a powerful and prosperous kingdom.

1. One of Akbar’s key achievements was his policy of religious tolerance. He
abolished the jizya tax on non-Muslims and married Rajput princesses, fostering
harmony among Hindus and Muslims.

2. Second, he established the Din-i-llahi, a syncretic faith blending elements of
various religions to promote unity, though it had limited followers.

3. Third, Akbar strengthened governance through the Mansabdari system,
organizing nobles and officials by ranks to ensure efficient administration and
military support.

8. Examine the significance of the Revolt of 1857.

Answer: The Revolt of 1857, often called India’s First War of Independence, was a landmark
event that shook British rule in India. Sparked by the use of greased cartridges offending Hindu
and Muslim sepoys, it grew into a widespread uprising against British oppression. Its
significance lies in its scale, unity, and lasting impact.

For the first time, sepoys, peasants, and rulers like Nana Sahib, Rani Lakshmibai, and Bahadur
Shah Zafar united across regions and religions to challenge British dominance. This unity,
though brief, showed the power of collective resistance. The revolt exposed British
vulnerabilities, forcing them to rethink their policies. After crushing the revolt, the British ended
the East India Company’s rule, placing India directly under the British Crown in 1858. They also
promised reforms, like respecting Indian customs, to prevent future uprisings.

Though the revolt failed militarily, it ignited a sense of national pride and resistance. It inspired
later freedom movements, planting the seeds for India’s independence struggle. The Revolt of
1857 remains a symbol of courage, unity, and the fight against injustice, forever etched in India’s
history



9. Why was salt accepted as a symbol of protest in the Civil Disobedience
Movement?

Answer: During the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930), Mahatma Gandhi chose salt as a
powerful symbol of protest against British rule in India. The salt tax, imposed by the British,
made this essential commodity expensive for ordinary Indians, who needed it for daily use. By
targeting the salt tax, Gandhi highlighted the injustice of colonial laws that burdened the poor.

Salt was a perfect symbol because it was a basic necessity, uniting people across caste, class, and
region. Everyone, from villagers to city dwellers, could relate to its importance. Gandhi’s Dandi
Salt March, where he walked 240 miles to make salt from seawater, defied the British monopoly
and inspired millions to join the movement. This simple act of making salt became a bold
statement of self-reliance and resistance, showing that Indians could challenge unjust laws
peacefully.

The salt protest galvanized the nation, sparking widespread participation in boycotts and acts of
civil disobedience. It exposed British exploitation and strengthened India’s fight for freedom.
Salt, humble yet universal, became a shining emblem of unity and defiance, etching the
movement’s spirit into India’s struggle for independence.

10. What were the main terms of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact?

Answer: The Gandhi-Irwin Pact, signed on March 5, 1931, was a historic agreement between
Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin, the British Viceroy, marking a turning point in India’s
freedom struggle. It aimed to pause the Civil Disobedience Movement and foster dialogue.

The main terms of the pact were simple yet significant.

First, the British agreed to release all political prisoners arrested during the Civil Disobedience
Movement, except those convicted of violent crimes.

Second, they permitted Indians to make salt for personal use, addressing the grievance sparked
by the salt tax.

Third, the British promised to lift restrictions on the Indian National Congress, allowing it to
function freely. In return, Gandhi agreed to suspend the Civil Disobedience Movement and
participate in the Second Round Table Conference in London to discuss constitutional reforms.



QUESTION NO : Draw a map of India and mark Five centre of the Revolt of 1857.
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4. Write Note on The Non-Cooperation Movement

The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922) was a pivotal chapter in India’s struggle for
freedom, led by Mahatma Gandhi. It emerged as a powerful, non-violent response to British
colonial rule, uniting millions of Indians in their quest for self-rule (Swaraj). Sparked by the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre (1919) and dissatisfaction with the Rowlatt Act, which curbed civil
liberties, the movement aimed to weaken British authority by rejecting their institutions and
systems.

Gandhi called on Indians to boycott British goods, schools, courts, and government jobs. He
urged people to embrace swadeshi, promoting Indian-made products like khadi to foster self-
reliance. The movement was rooted in ahimsa (non-violence) and satyagraha (truth and
resistance), inspiring people to peacefully defy unjust laws. Students left British-run schools,
lawyers abandoned courts, and many burned foreign cloth in public bonfires, symbolizing their
rejection of colonial dependence.

The movement saw widespread participation, cutting across regions, religions, and social classes.
From urban intellectuals to rural farmers, Indians joined hands, showcasing unprecedented unity.



Women played a significant role, stepping out of homes to picket shops and spread Gandhi’s
message. The Indian National Congress, under Gandhi’s leadership, gained immense popularity,
transforming the freedom struggle into a mass movement.

However, challenges arose. The movement’s intensity led to occasional violence, most notably
the Chauri Chaura incident (1922), where a mob killed 22 policemen. Shocked by this breach of
non-violence, Gandhi called off the movement, believing the nation needed more discipline to
sustain satyagraha. Though some criticized this decision, it reflected his unwavering
commitment to his principles.

The Non-Cooperation Movement was a landmark in India’s freedom struggle. Though it did not
achieve immediate independence, it awakened national pride, weakened British prestige, and
instilled confidence in Indians to challenge colonial rule. It laid the foundation for future
movements, proving that unity and non-violence could shake the foundations of an empire. For
today’s youth, it remains a timeless lesson in courage, sacrifice, and the power of collective
action.

5. The Causes of the Partition of India

The partition of India in 1947, which created India and Pakistan, was a defining moment in
history, marked by immense tragedy and transformation. Several complex factors contributed to
this division, rooted in political, social, and religious tensions under British colonial rule.

One primary cause was the growing religious divide between Hindus and Muslims. The British
policy of "divide and rule” deepened mistrust by favoring one community over the other at
different times. They introduced separate electorates in 1909, allowing Muslims to vote for
Muslim candidates only, which emphasized religious identities over shared nationality. This
sowed seeds of separation.

The rise of communal politics further fueled the divide. The Muslim League, led by Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, demanded a separate nation for Muslims, fearing Hindu dominance in a united India.
Their "Two-Nation Theory" claimed Hindus and Muslims were distinct nations, unable to
coexist. Meanwhile, some Hindu nationalist groups also promoted exclusionary ideas,
intensifying communal tensions.

The Indian National Congress’s failure to fully address Muslim concerns added to the rift. While
Congress, led by leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, aimed for a united India, it
struggled to accommodate the Muslim League’s demands for greater autonomy. Key events, like
the 1937 elections where Congress formed governments without sufficient Muslim League
inclusion, deepened distrust.

British policies and their hasty exit plan were critical. After World War 11, Britain, weakened
economically, wanted to leave India quickly. The 1946 Cabinet Mission Plan, meant to create a
united India with power-sharing, failed due to disagreements between Congress and the Muslim
League. The British then accepted partition as an easier solution, announcing it in June 1947
with little preparation, leading to chaos.



Finally, communal violence escalated tensions. Riots in 1946, especially in Calcutta and
Noakhali, spread fear and hostility, making coexistence seem impossible for many. This violence
pushed leaders toward accepting partition as a way to stop the bloodshed.

The partition was a heartbreaking outcome of colonial manipulation, political failures, and

communal strife. It left millions displaced and countless lives lost but also birthed two nations.
For today’s youth, it’s a reminder to cherish unity and learn from history’s mistakes.
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QUESTION NO : Draw a map of India and mark Five centre of the Revolt of 1857.
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