WOMEN IN THE HANDLOOM SECTOR: EXAMINING EMPOWERMENT IN ASSAMESE SOCIETY
BHAGYASREE BORA*
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Adarsha Mahavidyalaya, Eraligool, Sribhumi, Assam, India
ABSTRACT  
Assam's handloom industry is not only an economic sector but also an active cultural institution, a creative agency and a space for women's creativity. The present paper explores the connection between women and the traditional handloom sectors in Assamese society by using the qualitative approach using field-based research. This study is an attempt to shift away from the dominant framework emphasising women's constraints in this sector and to highlight their active involvement, creative agency and empowerment that handloom weaving brings to them in the social scenario of the rural areas of Assam. The paper discusses the role of handloom as a livelihood, as a source of economic independence, as a means of cultural continuity and as a source of self-worth. In addition to the interviews, case studies and literature review of North-East India, the paper asserts that the involvement of women in handloom is a meaningful integration of tradition and agency. The results have shown that although gendered structures influence the dimensions of women's involvement, women weavers are continually engaged in meaningful participation within and through these structures. Additionally, the study places handloom weaving as a new space of social mobility and cultural continuity. The objective of this paper is to analyse women's empowerment through the handloom sector by analysing their economic participation, livelihood opportunities, and contribution to the preservation of cultural identity in Assamese society.
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