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Abstract
             
The Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), established through the 73rd Constitutional Amendment (1992) are a crucial third tier of public administration in India, designed to function as institutions of local self-government. ( Election Commission for UTs,2025). They play a crucial role in decentralized governance and rural development promoting participatory democracy. The reservation of not less than one-third of seats for women in Panchayati Raj bodies has further created new  opportunities for their increased participation in local governance.

Under the Digital India programme, local governments are increasingly integrating digital technologies to enhance service delivery and administrative efficiency (Islam, 2025). These digital platforms help streamline record management, planning processes and public service access at the grassroots level. This research aims to examine the role of the Panchayat systems of selected villages in the Nalbari district of Assam in implementing e-governance initiatives,  analysing how e-governance initiatives contribute to gender-responsive development through women's participation, inclusion, and access to public services, as well as identify the challenges and opportunities for strengthening gender-responsive digital governance at the grassroots level.
